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UDK: 904:929.653(497.711),,652” Museum of City of Skopje
contact: Mito Hadzi-Vasilev Jasmin, b.b.

In 1993, a fragment of a bronze military diploma (i.e. an official military
certificate) was brought to the City Museum of Skopje after having been discovered
by accident in the vicinity of RasCe in the Skopje region.1The fragment was part of
one of two plates of a rectangular bronze diploma. (It represents a little more than
half of one of the bronze plates, i.e. one quarter of the whole diploma.) The diploma
is made of good quality bronze and is well preserved. The text on the front outer
side is intelligible, while the text on the inner side is less intelligible due to layers of
calcination and corrosion.2

Military diplomas were individual copies of imperial decrees which granted
certain legal rights and benefits to veteran soldiers.3 They were identical copies of
original imperial decrees exhibited at a public place in Rome.4

Military diplomas are usually similar in terms oftheir appearance and contents.
They consist of two bronze plates hinged together with bronze wire threaded through
two perforations. The inscription is engraved on all four sides, following more or less

1The diploma was brought by Mr. Abedin Krosi, a pedagogue from the elementary school in the village of Ras¢e
in the Skopje region. According to his account, the diploma was discovered by accident at the site locally known
as Dardha e llazit during agricultural work on a field owned by a villager named Iliaz Bakiu. The City Museum
of Skopje offered to purchase the diploma from Mr. Krosi, but according to his statement, the Mr. Bakiu was not
prepared to sell the diploma as he wanted to maintain it in private ownership. According to Mr Krosi’s statement,
the reason for taking the diploma to the Museum was not for material benefit but for educative purposes to obtain
basic information about the find and its historical and archaeological importance. On that occasion, the delivery
person did not agree to leave the diploma in the Museum for deeper observation and research. He only allowed
photo-documentation of the find.

2 The necessary measuring for determining the dimensions and the weight ofthe preserved part ofthe diploma was
not performed during the examination.

3 Morris J. - Roxan M., 1977, 300, The earliest diploma dates from 52 AD at the time of Emperor Claudius, while
the latest were issued at the beginning of the 4th century in Diocletian’s reign. According to some authorities,
diplomas were issued to all veterans, and accordingly, the number of issued diplomas should be 250- 500,000
copies. However, only 257 diplomas had been discovered by 1977, which is a small amount compared to the
possible number of issued diplomas. This has led other authorities to question the theory that all veterans (emiriti)
received diplomas and to propose that the awarding of diplomas was selective and not an automatic consequence of
completing military service, i.e. that diplomas may have been awarded for special courage in wartime or merit (ob
virtutem) in peaceful times (Du$ani¢ S., 1982, 197 - 232, presents an overview of the type, purpose and character
of military diplomas: DuS$ani¢ S., 1986, 190 - 240).

4 AywaHuk C., 2001, 114, note 9 (with listed literature), an original version of the decree was kept in the public
archive (tabularium publicum), while a second was publicly displayed on one of the walls in the Capitol.
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Fig 1. Tabella I (extrinsecus)

established formula. The text of the decree is inscribed twice: vertically with larger
letters on both inner plates and horizontally on the front outer plate. The last outer
plate contains the inscribed names of witnesses (Roman citizens) who guarantee the
authenticity of the document, i.e. the copy, with their wax seals. The text inside was
regarded as a certified transcription of the original, but a copy of the text was also
written on the outer side in order to avoid constant opening of the tablets.

The text of each diploma begins with the name of the Emperor and all his
honorary titles. Then it lists the military units served in by the soldier to whom the
decree pertains, the military region and places where they were stationed, the name of
their commander (legatus), the formula according to which they and their descendants
are granted citizenship (civitas), the legal right to marry (conubium), the date (day and
month) of issuing the decree, and the names of the two consuls holding office in the
year the diploma was issued. It then gives information about the military unit in which
the retired veteran served, including the name of the soldier’s commanding officer
and similar data, followed by the name of the holder of the decree and a reference to
his origin—his ethnicity or birthplace. Sometimes the diploma states the names of
the members of the soldier’s family. Finally, it gives data about the location in Rome
where the original decree was displayed, listing the names of all the soldiers from the
same regiment to whom transcripts were issued on the same day.
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Military diplomas were granted to members of auxiliary units ( ) and
naval veterans who were recruited from the provinces and who were not Roman
citizens.5For subjects in the provinces P this was an opj

their legal and social status. By receiving Roman citizenship, they and their progeny

accepted the Roman way of life and the Latin language, contributing to the overall

trend of Romanisation.
In the case of our diploma, the text on the outer side is bordered by a frame
of three grooves. The entire upper half of the text is preserved as well as parts
of the first three lines of the lower half. In the area between the two halves,
there are two circular perforations. Another circular perforation is preserved
in the upper left comer of the tablet. The letters are carefully and evenly
engraved, though several characters are larger than others.6

The preserved text ofthe upper halfofthe first outer side is engraved with 14 horizontal

lines of Latin letters:

Tabella | - (fig. 1)

1 IMP -CAESAR- VESPASIANVS*AVGVSTVS

PONTIFEX MAXIMVS - TRIBVNIC -POTESTAT
VIHITMPXVIIIPPCENSORCOSVIIT
PEDITIBVSETEQVITIBVSQVIMILITANTINCO

5 HORTIBVSSEXTCRETYMTITIIBRACARAV
GVSTANORVMTICALCHIDINORVMYIIGALLO
RVM-VBIORUMQVAE-SVNTINMOESIASVB-SEX-
VETTVLENOCERIALEQVIQVINETVICENASTI
PENDIA -AVTPLVRA'MERVERANT - ITEMREMI

10 GIBVSQVIMILITANTINCLASSF-QVAE-ESTTN
PROVINCIAMDEMSYBEODEMQVISENAETVI
CENASTIPENDIA-AVT-PLVRA-MERVERANTQVO
RVM- NOMINA -SVB-SCRIPTA'SVNTIPSIS'LIBE
RISPOSTERISQVEEORYMCIVITATEM

15 DEDITETCONVBIVMCVMVXORIBVSQVASTVNC-

HABVISSENTCVMESTCIVITASIISDATAA
ISQVAS-

5 Morris J. - Roxan M., 1977, 300. Service in the land-based auxiliary military units (alae and cohortes) lasted
for 25 years, while service in the navy lasted for 26 years. The diplomas were also awarded to members of the
Praetorian and cohortes urbanae, who had 16 years of service. The veterans of auxiliary units received diplomas
until 193 AD, those in the navy until 250 AD, while those of the Praetorian and cohortes urbanae received them
until the beginning of the 4thcentury.

6 The transcript and interpretation ofthe text were only performed using photo-documentation in the examination
of the diploma. Because of this, information is lacking about the height of the letters, punctuation, etc.
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Fig. 2 Tabella | (intus)
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On the interior side of the tablet only the left half of the text is preserved:
Tabella I (intus) - (Fig. 2)

1 IMP'CAESAR-VESPASIAN

PONTIFEX MAXIMVS - TR
VIHITMPXVIIIPPC
PEDITIBVSET -EQVITIBVS-QV
5 TIBVSSEXTCRETVMTITIIBR
RVMTICALCHIDINORVMV
RVMQVAESVNTTNMOESIA-
CERIALE-QVIQVINA-ET-VICEN
PLVRAMERVERANTTTEMRE
10 LITANTTNCLASS-F-QVAE-EST-
DEMSVB-EODEM-QVI-SENA-ETV
AVT-PLVR-MERVERVN - T-Q
SVBSCRIPTASVNTTPSIS-

The interpretation of the text on the two sides of the diploma is as follows:

Imperator Caesar Vespasianus Augustus, pontifex maximus,

VI, imp(erator) XVIIII, p(ater) p(atriae), censor, co(n)s(ul) VIII. Peditibus et
equitibus, qui militant in cohortibus sex: I Cretum, 11 et 111 Bracaraugustanorum,

Il Calchidinorum, VII Gallorum, (I) Ubiorum, quae sunt in Moesia sub Sex(to)
Vettuleno Ceriale, qui quina et vicena stipendia autplura meruerant, item remigibus
qui militant in class(is) Flavia, quae est inprovincia M(oesia) dem sub eodem qui
sena et vicena stipendia autplura meruerant, quorum nomina subscripta sunt, ipsis
liberis posterisque eorum civitatem dedit et conubium cum uxoribus, quas tunc
habuissent, cum est civitas iis data aut si qui [caelibes essent, cum i] is quas [postea
duxissent, dumtaxat sirglisirgzs].

Translation:

The Imperator Caesar Vespasian Augustus, supremepriest, awarded tribune authority
for the ninth time, declared imperator for the 19t time, father of the fatherland,
censor and consulfor the eight time. To the infantry and cavalrymen that serve in the
followingsix cohorts, | Cretum, I1andlllBracaravgustanorum, VI
Gallorum and | Ubiorum, located in Moesia under the command ofSextus Vettulenus
Cerialis, who have served twentyfive years or more, as well as to the rowers [navy
soldiers] who serve in the Flavian navy located in the Province Moesia under the
same command and who have served twenty-five years or more, whose names are
listed below, to them personally and to their children and inheritors, [the imperator]
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grants the right ofRoman citizenship, as well as to those who [were alone, with] those
who [later took (whom they later married), i.e. individual with individual (woman)]

General observations

Military diplomas are important documents because they provide information
about the position and movement of military regiments, about the chronology
and the cursus honorum (order of honorary titles) of the Imperator, consuls,
military commanders, etc. Until recently, this military diploma was the only
find of this type to have been made in the territory of Macedonia. A second
fragment of a military diploma, issued in 151 AD under Antoninus Pius, was
discovered in 2009 at the archaeological site of Scupi.7The lower half of the
diploma on which the name of the owner should be stated was not preserved.
Information about the names of the consuls, the date of issue of the diploma
and the names of the witnesses were also not preserved. This represents a
loss of some very important data about the early military history of Scupi and
the Province of Moesia in the 1¢ century AD.

Period ofissue of the diploma

The Vespasian diploma is missing the lower half of the page which should
contain the names of the consuls in the period when the diploma was issued,
i.e. the precise year and date of issue. The only way to determine at least the
approximate date of issue of the diploma is Vespasian’s cursus honorum,

i.e. the number and the order of his honorary titles and services, above all

his tribune power, consulship and imperium. On July 1, 77 AD, Vespasian
received the tribune power (tribunicia for the ninth time, with
duration until June 30, 788 In 76 AD he vas appointed Imperator for the

16th, 17thand 18thtime, and he still held these titles in 77 AD. He probably
received the title Imperator for the 19thtime in 77 AD, still holding it at the
beginning of 78 AD, while in the second half of this year he received the title
Imperator for the 20thtime. His eighth consulship began on January 1, 77 AD
and lasted until January 1, 78 AD.9

The number of Vespasian’s titles in our diploma (tribuniciapotestas Vlili,
imperator XVII11, consul V1I1) is identical to the information on a military
diploma from Montana in present-day Bulgaria. (In 77/78 AD, the region of

7 The diploma was presented by Maja Basotova, MA at the XXI MAND Symposium held in 2010 in Strumica,
and shall be published in the 214 issue of Macedoniae Acta Archaeologiae. The territory of modem Macedonia
during the Roman imperial period belonged to the provinces Moesia Superior, Macedonia and Thrace. Located
deep behind the line of major military operations, there was no need for increased military presence. Hence it is
understandable why the number of discovered diplomas is so small in our country.

8 Tacitus, Hist. 1179, The beginning ofVespasian’sreign is considered to be July 1,69 AD, when he was proclaimed
as Imperator by his soldiers. Accordingly, his tribune power (tribunicia potestas) began and was renewed on that
date each year.

9 Crun M. Mc. - Woodhead A. G., 1961, 4 -6; Sandys J. R, 1976, 232 - 233, 238 - 240, He received his first
consulship in 51 AD during Claudius’s reign, and his second on January 1, 70 AD.
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Montana belonged to the Province of Moesia; after the division into Moesia
Superior and Moesia Inferior in 86, it belonged to the Province of Moesia
Inferior). XThe diploma was issued on the seventh Ides of February (VII Idus
Februarias), during the consulship of L. Ceionio Commodo and D. Novio
Prisco, i.e. February 7, 78 AD.

Based on the text it is clear that our diploma was issued during Vespasian’s
reign in the period of his ninth tribune power when he was elected as
Imperator for the 19thtime and as consul for the eight times. Thus, although
we lack the correct date of issue of our diploma, the period of issue can be
narrowed to between July 177 AD and 1July 78 AD.1L

Legatus Augusti pro praetore Moesiae (Legatus of the Province of Moesia)

According to a military diploma issued in 75 AD from Taliatae (present-day
Donji Milanovac in Serbia), Sextus Vettulenus Cerialis was the legatus and at the same
time commander of the military regiment stationed in the province of Moesia.22 Our
diploma and the one in Montana (Bulgaria) confirm that Sextus Vettulenus Cerialis was
still legatus of Moesia in 78 AD .131n 69/70 AD, Sextus Vettulenus Cerialis arrived in
Moesia as a commander of the 5thMacedonian Legion ( V Macedonicae), which
had returned to Moesia after its previous transfer to the East and participation in the
Jewish-Roman War. %1t is assumed that VVespasian promoted him to the rank of legatus
(governor) of the Province of Moesia as a reward for his contribution in the Jewish-
Roman War.51In the diploma from Debele (Bulgaria) issued on 20 of September 82,
Sextus Vettulenus Cerialis is still regarded as legatus of Moesia.J6There are no records
of how long he performed as legatus of Moesia, but it was probably until the period
between 82 and 85/6 AD when C. Oppius Sabinus was appointed legatus of Moesia. I/

10 Benkos W., 1923/24, 83 - 98; CIL XVI, 22 = RMD IV 208; Wnuesa M., 1999, 9-13.

11 Matei Popescu F., 2006/2007,34, provides data on another diploma (RMD V 325) issued on 07. 02. 78 on which
the names of the cohortes are preserved: I Cretum, Il Chalcidenorum, [...] Gallorum, Ubiorum. The cohortes
mentioned in this diploma are identical with some of the cohortes in our diploma. It can be assumed that this is
a case of the same decree being copied: Vespasian’s constitution, passed on 07. 02. 78 AD. Accordingly, we can
assume that the date of issue of our diploma from RasCe is probably the same, i.e. 07. 02. 78 AD.

12 ByukoBuk - TogoposuE B., 1968, 26; RMRI1 2.

13 CIL XVI1 22 = RMD 1V 208 (the diploma was issued on 7 February, 78).

14 Mirkovi¢ M., 1996, 29 - 33. The Legio V Macedonica stayed in Moesia during the first half of the 1g century,
together with the Legio 1V Scythica, from whence it was transferred to Syria some time before 62 AD. /BaHoB R,
1999, 87 - 89, thinks that the Legio V Macedonica was transferred from Moesia to the East in 62 AD.

15 Mirkovi¢ M., 1968, 182; Mirkovi¢ M., 1977, 172, note 5: it is probable that the cohorts I Antiohensium, |
Cisipadensium and | Raetorum listed in the diploma from 75 AD (RMD 1 2) arrived in this period along with the
Legio V Macedonica. This is probably also when the cohort | Thracum Syriaca, which is noted as Moesian in
78 AD, arrived. MBaHoB R, 1999, 87 - 89: Sextus Vettulenus Cerialis was one of Vespasian’s most effective and
reliable officers during the Judean war. After its arrival in Moesia, the legion base was located in Oescus.

16 CIL XVI 28; Mirkovi¢ M., 1977, 179; Matei Popescu R, 2006/2007, 35.

17 Matei Popescu F., 2006/2007, 31 -32, note 3. Itis assumed that C. Oppius Sabinus was appointed as governor
(legatus) of Moesia in 84 AD. He was the last governor of undivided Moesia.
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Military units
The names of six cohortes are stated:
| CRETVM
Il BRACARAVGVSTANORVM
Il BRACARAVGVSTANORVM
I CALCHIDINORVM
VIl GALLORVM
VBIORUM (probably I Ubiorum)

Cohors | Cretum.BBased on military diplomas issued in 94,1996,2 100,20 132/133,2
152, 157.28 1602 and 1615 AD, this cohort has been confirmed as part of the
regiment of Moesia Superior. This cohort was one of the military units (4 alae and
29 cohortes) that stayed by the Danube for a longer period of time during Trajan’s
Dacian wars (101-102 AD and 105-106 AD). These military units constituted the
military potential of Moesia Superior until the formation ofthe province Dacia. Some
of these military units, among which was the cohort I Cretum, stayed for some time
in the newly formed Province of Dacia, and after the division of Dacia they stayed
in Dacia Superior.22This is confirmed in the military diplomas issued in 110 and
114 AD, where the unit is mentioned as part of the regiment of Dacia and bears the
epithet Sagittaria.ZL Many bricks with the seal of this cohort have been discovered
in the close vicinity of the Danube limes.2B Later, after the division of Dacia into
three parts (118/119 AD), Cohort I Cretum was reinstituted in Moesia Superior, where
it was stationed in Egeta on the Danube (present-day Brza Palanka in Serbia) until
the end of the 3 century.® In addition to evidence from the military diplomas, we
find confirmation of the cohort’s presence in Moesia Superior during the 14 century
in a tomb monument in Naissus dedicated to a veteran serving in this cohort. The
monument was dated between the second half of the sixth decade and the first half of
the ninth decade ofthe 1scentury.3The presence ofthis cohort in Moesia is connected

18 RE, 1V/1 (1901), s.v. Cohors, 276/40.

19 CIL XVI 39 (issued on 16 September 94)

20 RMD 16 (issued on 12 July 96)

21 CIL XVI, 46 (issued on 8 May 100)

22RMD IV 247 (issued on 9 September 132/133. On this diploma it has the epithets Sagittaria)

23 On these diplomas, the cohort has the epithet Sagittaria.

24 CIL XV 111 (issued in the period January/February 160)

25 RMD 155 (issued on 8 February 161)

26 MapawaHnH M. - Bacuh M. - MapjaHOBuUh ByjoBuh I', 1984, 51 -53, with listed literature about the division of
Dacia and the military units stationed in certain Dacian provinces.

27 CIL XV1 163 (issued on 2 July 110 AD), RMD IV 226 (issued on May 114 AD), the epithet Sagittaria that was
given to the cohort is logical as Crete was famous for its fine archers.

28 Bynuh H., 1931, 41, n° 91; Du$ani¢ S. - Petrovi¢ P., 1963, 369, note 27; ITeTpOBuh IL, 1984, 153, note 7 with
provided literature. The discovered bricks with seals indicate that it participated in the construction of Trajan’s
bridge on the Danube and the fortification in Drobeta (CIL Il 1703). The location of its camp in Dacia is not
determined with certainty: it is assumed to have been located somewhere between Rome and Tum Severin. It is
further assumed that it stayed in Translederata (present-day Banatska Palanka) until 110 AD.

29 lepacumosa B., 1969, 5 - 11; Mirkovi¢ M., 1977, 176; MeTposuk M., 1984, 153. The cohort was stationed in
Egeta from the middle ofthe 2mdcentury according to the inscriptions discovered in the temple ofJupiter Dolihenus
(ByHKOBuUh Togoposuk ., 1966, 176).

30 DuSani¢ S. - Petrovi¢ R, 1963, 365 - 370; IMS 1V 34, the monument is dedicated to Ti. Claudius Valerius who
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with the arrival of Legio V Macedonica from the east some time after 71 AD, when
they probably stayed in Naissus for a certain period.3 The cohort remained in Moesia
after that, which is confirmed by our diploma and also by another military diploma
relating to the same constitution from 78 AD.2As previously mentioned, the cohort
I Cretum remained in Moesia Superior until the end of the 3rd century following the

administrative reorganisation implemented by Domitian and the division of Moesia
into two provinces.

Cohors Il Bracaravgustanorum (equitata ?) was one of a series of cohorts whose
members were recruited in the region conventus Bracarensis with its capital at
BracaraAugusta (present-day Braga in northern Portugal). This city belonged to the
imperial province of Hispania Tarraconesis and became the capital of the province
of Gallaecia following the reforms of Diocletian.3 The early history of the cohort
is almost unknown, but it is assumed that it might have arrived in the Balkans at
the same time with its sister unit Cohors | Bracaraugustanorum. Evidence indicates
that this latter cohort, the first of the series, served in Dalmatia in the Julio-Claudian
period.3 Our diploma further supports this theory. This cohort must have existed in
the reign of Claudius, for if we extract 25 years or more of service from the date of
discharge (77/78 AD) we are left with 52/3 AD as the year of recruitment. This is the
earliest confirmation of the presence of the cohort in the territory of Moesia before its
division into Superior and Inferior in 86 AD. Although there is no epigraphic proof, it
is assumed that the cohort may have been sent to Thrace as early as in Claudius’s reign,
right after the formation ofthe province in 46 AD. This is due to the cohort’s presence
in a diploma discovered in the region of Nicopolis ad Istrum - regio Nicopolitana in
the village of Pisarevo, near Orjahovica, in the vicinity of Veliko Trnovo in northern
Bulgaria. This was issued in 114 AD and confirms that the cohort belonged to the army
corps of Thrace.3A tomb monument found in in the village of Sipka near Kazanluk
North Thrace, dedicated to the cavalier Celsus Marius who died after 24 of service
in this cohort suggests that the cohort remained in Thrace in the following period.
The inscription is dated to the reign of Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius.3 The
possibility that the inscription should be dated to an earlier time is based on the style of
the letters, but also on the proof of the transfer of the cohort to Moesia Inferior in 145
AD.38The cohort is mentioned in an inscription from Trajan’s period in the honorary
duties ( cursushonorum) of A. Atinius Paternus.3*

originated from Hierapytna on Crete.

31 Mirkovi¢ M., 1977,172-173; MeTtpoBuk IL, 1984,153, note 7, it is assumed that the cohort arrived in M oesia in
pre-Flavian times. It is not know where its camp was located, although it is assumed that it was located somewhere
between Ram {Lederata) and Tum Severin.

32 Matei Popescu F., 2006/7, 34 with referred literature, especially RMD V 325 where the mentioned diploma
issued on 07. 02. 78 is published.

33 RE Il 1899, 802 s. v. Bracara Augusta, Bracari

34 Alfoldy G., 1962, 249 - 250;

35 Paunov E. - Roxan M. M., 1997, 275;

36 IGBulg Ill, fasc. 2, no. 1471.

37 RMD III, 165. The cohort was probably transferred to Moesia Inferior during the reign of Antonius Pius at the
latest, as confirmed by diplomas issued in 145 and 152/154 AD.

38 CIL VI 1838 = ILS 2727, RE,IV, s.v. Cohors, 256/ 20, M. Atinius Paternus was later decorated as tribune of
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Cohors 11l Bracaravgustanorum belongs to the same series of cohortes as Il
Bracaravgustanorum?9The early history of the cohort is almost unknown, but on the

basis of the data on our diploma it can be assumed that it arrived in the Balkans at the

same time as its sister units I and!l Bs presence is confirmed in

Britain in the years 103,80 122,41 124 £ 126,146 and 158 AD.43 Bricks bearing the seal

of this cohort have been discovered in Manchester (without precise dating) and the
Melandra fortification (deserted after 140 AD).4The presence of the cohort in Raetia

in the 2rdcentury is confirmed by a military diploma issued in the period 140/144 AD

(RMD 158/95).46The cohort I11 Bracaravgustanorumis mentioned in a di
Syria issued in 139 AD.%6

Cohors Il Chalcidenorum4/ is known from military diplomas issued in 92, 97,8
99,4 127,9 134,58 138,22 145,38 146,54 152/154% and 157 AD%to have been one of the
military units stationed in Moesia Inferior. Our diploma dates from the period before
the division of Moesia into the two provinces of Moesia Superior and Moesia Inferior.
In addition to our diploma, the cohort is mentioned in another diploma issued with
the same constitution from 7 February 78 AD.5 This proves that this cohort was and
remained part of the army corps of Moesia initially and later of Moesia Inferior for a
prolonged period. There is no epigraphic evidence to identify where the cohort was
stationed.

Legio X Fretensis at the time of Trajan’s campaign in Parthia.

39 RE I1l 1899, 802 s. v. Bracara Augusta, Bracari

40 CIL XVI 148

41 CIL XVI1 69

42 CILVII 1195 (privilegia millitum)

43 Jarret M., 1994 ,57

44 Jarret M., 1994, 57

45 Knight D. J., 1991,207,

46 RE, IV, sv. Cohors, 256/20-60; Knight D. J., 1991, 207, note 33. It is believed that the cohort of the same name
which has been identified in Syria Palestina is not the same cohort that stayed in Raetia in the 2rd century but
belongs to a special series of cohorts formed with the special purpose of serving in the east (CIL XV1 87). He refers
to the opinion of M. Roxan (RMD 69) that the cohort transferred to Palestine was a cohort with the same name
which had previously served in Britain.

47 Roxan M., 1997, 294, note 58;

48 Matei Popescu E- Tantea O., 2006, 108, table 4. (The diploma of 92 AD was issued on 14 June, while the
diploma of 97 AD was issued on 9 September)

49 CIL XVI 45 (issued 14 August 99 AD)

50 Roxan M. M., 1997, 298, table 2, (issued 20 August 127 AD)

51 CIL XVI 78 (issued on 2 April 134 AD)

52 CIL XV 83 (issued on 28 February 138 AD)

53 RMD 111 165 (issued on 7 April 145 AD)

54 RMD 1V 270

55 RMD 1 50

56 Matei Popescu F.- Tantea O., 2006, 108, table 4 (issued on 8 February 157 AD)

57 Matei Popescu F., 2006/7, 34. On the diploma issued on 7 February 78 AD (RMD V 325) the names of the
following cohorts have been preserved: | Cretum, Il Chalcidenorum, [...] Gallorum, Ubiorum. The names of these
cohorts are also found on our diploma. The date of issue of this diploma is identical with the date of issue of the
diploma (7 February 78 AD) discovered in Montana in present-day Bulgaria (CIL XV I 22). This is an indication
that these diplomas belong to the same decree (constitution), as does our diploma, i.e. it should be assumed that the
date of issue is probably the same (7 February 78 AD).
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Cohors VII Gallorum.BFrom the diploma discovered in Taliata (present-day Donji
Milanovac in Serbia) it is known that this cohort was part of Moesia’s corps as early
as 75 AD.®Our diploma confirms that the stay of this cohort in Moesia continued in
the subsequent years, i.e. until 77 - 78 AD. The precise location of its stay in Moesia
remains unknown. According to data from diplomas issued during Trajan’s reign in
99@and 110/113 AD, it was stationed in Moesia Inferior.6L On the basis of this data,
it is assumed that the cohort participated in Trajan’s Dacian Wars as part of the army
corps of Moesia Inferior. It was probably transferred to Syria in Trajan’s reign, where
it remained a part of the corps for a long period, as is confirmed by one military
diploma issued in 134/138.@

Cohors (1) Ubiorum. Our diploma is from the period before the division of Moesia
(86 AD), which suggests that this cohort was part of Moesia’s army corps as early as
78 AD, which is only confirmation of the known data from Moesia’s diplomas issued
in 75 and 78 AD .8 Later, after the division of Moesia, the cohort remained in Moesia
Inferior where, according to the data from the military diplomas discovered so far, it
subsequently remained for a long period. It was noted as being one ofthe military units
of Moesia Inferior in diplomas issued in 92,6497,6996and 105.671t is included in the
military units of Moesia Inferior which participated in Trajan’s Dacian Wars. During
this period it participated in the construction of the Capidava fortification (

Constanta in Romania), as is confirmed by seals discovered on the bricks and by the
tomb monument of a veteran serving in this cohort.@After the Dacian Wars it remained
in Dacia for a certain period. This region (Transylvania) had originally belonged to
Dacia Superior, but would later be included in Dacia Inferior during Hadrian’s reign,
which is confirmed by the diploma dated to 119/129 AD (RMD V 374).@ In the last
years of Hadrian’s reign the cohort is recorded as having been amongst those serving
in Dacia Superior.® The cohort | Ubiorum would remain in this province until at

58 RE IV 1, s. v. Cohors, 292/30;

59 ByukoBuk Togoposu!! [1., 1968, 21 - 49; RMD 12 (issued on 22 April 75 AD);

60 CIL XVI 45 (issued on 14 August 99 AD)

61 CIL XV 58 (issued in the period 110-113 AD)

62 CIL XVI 103

63 Matei - Popescu E, 2006/2007, 34, tabela I, the cohort I Ubiorum (without designation number - prima is
mentioned for the firsttime as part of Moesia’sregiment in the diploma issued in 75 AD (RGZM 1). In the diploma
issued on 7 February 78 AD (RMD V 325), the names of the following cohorts were preserved: | Cretum, Il
Chalcidenorum, [...] Gallorum, Ubiorum. The names of these cohorts are also found on our diploma. The date of
issue of the diploma is identical with the date of issue ofthe diploma (07 February 78 AD) discovered in Montana
- today’s Bulgaria (CIL XV 122). It is an indication that these diplomas belong to the same decree (constitution), as
does our diploma, i.e. it should be assumed that the date of issue is probably the same (7 February 78 AD).

64 Petolescu C. - Matei Popescu E, 2008, 365, note 59.

65 Weiss P, 1997, 233 - 238, n 4 (issued on 9 September 97 AD)

66 CIL XVI 44 (issued on 14 August 99 AD)

67 Petolescu C. - Matei Popescu E, 2008, 365, note 62.

68 Opris I., 2006, 238-239.

69 Mepacumosa B., 1969, 8-9; Ilki¢ M., 2009, 65, 68. The diploma iromAsseria wa issued in 125/6 AD and refers
the regiment of Dacia Inferior.

70 Petolescu C. - Matei Popescu E, 2008, 365, note 63. In the diploma from Micia from the last year of Hadrian’s
reign it is mentioned as part of Dacia Superior’s regiment. This is confirmation that this region, with Hadrian’s
reforms, was separated from Dacia Inferior and restored to Dacia Superior.
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least the end of the 2rd century, while the bricks with seals imply that its campus was
located in present-day Odorheiul Secuiesc.l

Classis Flavia Moesica

Our diploma is especially important because it informs us that with this
constitution the navy (rowers) of the Moesian fleet were discharged together with
the infantry and cavalry of the six cohortes listed above. The naval veterans are
mentioned as part of the military corps of Moesia province under the command of
Sextus Vettulenus Cerialis.

Little is known about the Roman fleet on the Danube in Moesia Superior due
to the scarcity of evidence. It is believed that some parts of the fleet had been stationed
on the Danube from the time of Augustus but that the fleet not was organised as a
Moesian fleet with the epithet Flavia until the reign of Vespasian or Domitian.22 The
presence of the fleet on the Danube in Moesia Superior is connected with the need
for its participation in the construction of the land road through the Berdap Gorge in
the 1g¢ century AD.7 Epigraphically, the existence of Classis Flavia Moesica has its
earliest confirmation in a military diploma from Dacia issued in 92 AD.7 Opinions
differ as to the date upon which the Moesian fleet received its epithet Flavia, thus
forming the Classis Flavia Moesiaca. According to some researchers, this happened
during Vespasian’s time,Bwhile others believe it probably happened during Domitian’s
preparations for the Dacian war.®

The mention ofthe Moesian fleet with the name Classis Flavia Moesica on our
military diploma is solid proofthat it happened during Vespasian’s reign, i.e. that even
in 78 there was a special Moesian fleet with the epithet Flavia. If it is known that the
members of the navy served for 26 years, then we are left with the year 52 AD as the
year of recruitment, in the period of Claudius, which indirectly indicates the existence

71 Petolescu C. - Matei Popescu R, 2008, 365, note 64-65.

72 MetpoBKA IL, 1990,207 - 215, note 6 -1 0 with referred literature. The stay ofthe fleet at the Danube in Moesia
Superior in the first half of the 1¢ century is considered problematic; MBaHoB R, 1999, 104 - 107, note 117, 118,
with referred literature.

73 MetpoBmA IL, 1990, 207-208, Mirkovi¢ M., 1996, 30 - 37. The preserved inscriptions at Gospodin Vir and
Lepena indicate that the land road through Upper Berdap Gorge was finished as early as 33/34 AD, which would
have been hard to accomplish without the participation of the navy. According to other inscriptions (Claudius’s
tabula from 46 AD and Domitian’s writings from 92/93 AD), the land and water roads were regularly maintained
and expanded throughout the 1< century. Later, during Trajan’s times, the land road through the Lower Berdap
Gorge was constructed by cutting into the rocks and the water channel was dug and it went around the cataracts
of the Iron Gate. These construction works provided conditions for the smooth sailing and disembarking on the
bank. The Danube waterway had enormous economic and military strategic importance for the safety of this part
of the border. It allowed free and safe sailing, the transport and supply of troops, connections between military
fortifications built in the impassible gorge, and protection of the Roman territory from insurgencies of peoples
living on the left bank of the Danube.

74 CILX VI, 37.

75 NBaHoB, R, 1999, 104, note 119, with referred literature.

76 Mirkovi¢ M., 1996, 37. It is believed that Classis Flavia Moesica was organized during Domitian times as part
of his preparations for invading Dacia. Mirkovi¢ believes it would have been unsafe in the previous period for the
fleet to sail because there were then no permanently garrisoned military fortifications to protect the ports along the
banks ofthe Danube.
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of the Moesian fleet as early as this period.77 The mention of the Moesian fleet with
Classis Flavia on our diploma of 78 AD s the earliest confirmation for the use of this
epithet so far discovered.

General finds

Finally, we should attempt to explain why this military diploma appeared in
the region of Scupi. There are two possibilities. One is that the owner of the diploma
had been recruited from this region and later returned to his homeland after completing
military service. Because the diploma lacks the part which usually lists the name of
the recipient with a reference to his origin, ethnicity and place of birth, it is difficult to
confirm this hypothesis.BThe other possibility is that some ofthe cohortes mentioned
in the diploma were stationed at a border outpost in the Skopje region and that, after
having been discharged and granted citizenship and the right to marriage, some of the
veterans may have decided to remain in the territory where they had served.®

This region includes both the border of the wider Scupi territory and part of
the western border of the Province of Moesia.& Somewhere in this region, perhaps
at the Zeden Mountain, would have been the border between the Province of Moesia
Superior and the Province of Macedonia. The Polog valley never belonged to the
territory of Scupi, i.e. to Moesia.8.One ofthe roads, the crossing from Scupi to Polog,
leads through the Derven Gorge. This road was guarded with a fortification at the site
of Kale to the west of Gomo Svilare.8 Only the lower regions, the Svilare plain and
the lands along the banks of the VVardar were suitable for settling.80n the basis of the
evidence currently available, it would be unwise to speculate as to which of the listed
cohortes stationed in the fortification near Gomo Svilare the veteran belonged who
later settled in the fertile fields near the village of Ra3Ce. We therefore await future
finds to answer the queries and hypotheses presented above.

77 Metposul IL, 1986, 46 - 50; MeTpoBn& M., 1990, 208, note 9; Mirkovi¢ M., 1996, 30. One proofof Claudius’s
construction activities for the maintenance and expansion of the land road through the Berdap Gorge is the
inscription engraved in a rock at Gospodin Vir, dated to 46 AD.

78 Based on the year of issue of the diploma (78 AD), the soldiers were recruited in 52/53 AD, in Claudius’s time.
So far there is no historic, epigraphic or archaeological evidence to confirm this early recruitment of soldiers in the
auxiliary units originating from the Scupi region.

79 It is possible that some of the cohorts listed in the diploma participated in the construction activities connected
with the establishment and founding of the city of Scupi. Du$ani¢ S. 1986, 225 - 231; Mirkovi¢ M., 2000, 365
-375, with referred literature. According to statistical analysis of the place of discovery of the diplomas and the
origin oftheir holders, it hasbeen determined that most of the retired veterans remained, i.e. settled near their place
of service.

80 Mosey A, 1970, 29, 62 - 75; Mikul¢i¢ L, 1971, 466 - 469; IMS VI, 1982, 15 - 19;

81 Mikul¢i¢ I, 1971, 466 - 469, the terrain recognitions and find confirmed with great certainty this opinion that
corresponds to the data provided by Ptolomaus (Ptolemaus Il, 16, 1; 111, 9, 1), although the prevailing opinion was
that the Polog valley also belonged to the territory of Moesia province during Roman times. (Vuli¢ N, 1924, 243
- 245; Papazoglu F., 1957, 81);

82 Mukynuyuk W., 1982, 78 - 80, The site is located on the right bank of the Vardar, 2 km to the west of Gomo
Svilare nad 1.6 km from Rasce. It has a dominant position and controls the road for the Polog at the entrance of
Derven Gorge. This is a case of typical frontier castel, frontier outpost, viewpoint at the border with the Scupi
territory, i.e. at the border there are two castels opposite each other Gradiste - Dvorci on the southern bank and
Kale - Orasje on the northern bank.

83 IMS VI, 1982, 114, n 106, This conclusion is confirmed by a find on a tombstone dated in the 2ndcentury.
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Pe3nme:

PrMcKa BOjHMYKa gunnoma of BecnasnjaHoBMOT Nepuog
HajaeHa Bo Ckynu

Bo 1993 r. cnyyajHo Gelwe HajaeH aen of 6poH3eHa BOjHUYKA gunnoma, Ce
paboTu 3a norosieM parMeHT CO HempaBuaHa Popma, OKO/y efiHa 3a4yBaHa YeTBPTHHA
o4 6poH3eHaTa gunnoma co npaBoaronHa gopma. Ce paboTu 3a efHa Tabnuua of
aunnomarta, CO 3a4yyBaHM BHaTpellHa W HafBopellHa cTpaHa. buna uspaboteHa of
BMCOKOKBanuTeTHa 6poH3a 1 e 4o6po 3adyBaHa. TEKCTOT Ha HajBopellHaTa cTpaHa e
4YnTAMB, LOAeKa MMa NOTEWKOTUM Aa ce pa3bepe TOj 04 BHaTpelHaTa CTpaHa 3apagu
CNoeBUTE Of KanlMHaumja n Koposuja.

BOjHMYKNTE KONUK Ce MHAUBMAYAHW KOMWW Ha LapCKuUTe AEKPeTn CO Kou
ce rapaHTMpaaT OApeAeHM MPaBHWYKM NpaBa U MPUBUNETNN Ha BeTepaHuUTe. NcTute
npeTcTaByBaaT MAEHTMUYHA KONWja Ha OPUTUHAMHMOT LLapCKK YKa3 Koj 61N N3M10XKeH Ha
jaBHO MecTO BO PuM. O6UYHO, pUMCKMTE AUNIOMUN CE€ YHU(HOPMHW BO HUBHUOT U3rNes
n cogpxuHa. Ce coctojat og ABe 6po3HeHN Tabnuum, NOBp3aHN 3aeHO CO BPOH3EHA
Xunua HM3 ABe nepgopaymn. HaTAnCoT e UCNuLaH Ha cuTe 4 cTpaHu, cnegejkn efHa
(hopMmyna, co noManu Uan NorofeMmun Bapujaymm. TeKCTOT € UCMULIAH ABanaTtu, efHall
no uenata fO/MKMHA Ha PPOHTa/HTa, HAABOPELLHA CTPaHa U HAA0/K BETe BHATEPLUHN
CTpaHu, co noronemu 6yksu. MocnegHata HagBOpeLLHa CTpaHa rM COAPXN UMUK aTa
CBeAOLMTE, KON Ce PUMCKM rpafaHun, Kov ja noTBpAyBaaT aBTEeHTMYHOCTa Ha KonujaTa
CO BOCOYHMU neyatun. TeKCTOT UCMMLLIAH Ha HafBOpelLHaTa cTpaHa bun 3a ja ce nsberHe
MOCTOjaHOTO OTBOpake 1 CO TOa fja Ce AONPUHECe 3a OLITETYBake Ha AunaomMara.

Ha gunomata og CKynu HefocTacyBa LeNnoT KajewTo ce HaBeAeHW MMETO Ha
HOCUTENOT ¥ pedepeHL,aTa KOH HErOBOTO MOTEK/IO0 UM eTHUYKa npunagHocT. Cenak,
MOXHW Cce fiIBe MPeTnocTaBKM OKONMy HOcuTenoT. EaHaTa e geka CONCTBEHMKOT Ha
oBaa Aunnoma 6un No NOTEKNO 0 OBWEe KpauwiTa U feKa Nocne UCNyXyBaweTo Ha
BOEHWOT pOK, Ce BpaTun goma. [pyrata npeTnocTaBKa e Aeka HeKoja 04 KOXOpTuTe
KoM ce CMoMeHaTy BO camarta Aunnoma 6uaa cMecTeHa BO FpaHUYHUTE CTPaXKapHULM
BO OKO/IMHAaTa Ha CKonje u aeka nocfie OTNYLWTakeTo Of BOjcKaTa v MpUMareTo Ha
UMBUNHNTE MpaBa 1 NpPaBOTO Ha 6pak, HEKOM Of BeTepaHUTe pelunsie fa ocTaHaT BO
obnacTa Kojaja 6paHene.

JleHye JoBaHOBa AnekcueBa



